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The heart of the
curriculum is a
children’s
storybook entitled
“Tales of the
Towpath.” It is
available in print
and audiobook
versions.
Classrooms
receive copies of
the book for each
student and one
audiobook
version.

Tales

of the

Towpath

v

K Lehigh & Delaware
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Tales of the Towpath is
historical fiction. Finn
Gorman, the story’s main
character, is fictitious. So are
his family and some other
characters. But many of the
people Finn meets were real
and lived in towns that Finn
visited.

Towns and industries
mentioned in the book were
extensively researched by the
author and are presented as
realistically as possible.

All artwork in the book is
original and was
commissioned exclusively for
Tales of the Towpath.
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Finn Gorman is
introduced as an
85-year-old man.
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He
undergoes a
mystical
change and
relives life
as a 10-
year-old
boy.
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After two
I unpleasant years

in New York City,
Finn’s family
travels to
Pennsylvania and
settles along the
Lehigh River near
Freemansburg.

Conlpert

Manch Chuank
' (dim Therpe )

Porryville

Loekpart

Teciehlers Station

Stemton

The Lehigh Navigation

Commonly called the

Freemansburg
Catassngun
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Finn’s travels
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.. .and lumber
camps in
Pennsylvania’s
great forests . . .
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. and to iron

furnaces . ..
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Finn makes
friends and has
wild adventures.
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And he also
sees boys his
age who work
long hours in
harsh,
dangerous
conditions.
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Finn’s towpath
travels also
take him along
the Delaware
Canal and into
towns like New
Hope.
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Iy

Finn’s return to his childhood
ends one evening at a salt
marsh near Bristol.
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An old man again, Finn recounts his “glorious time.”

1lenelt down, chosed rey eyes, and took & deep breath before sticking my hand iato the water.
Then [ opened my eyes and lowerad my head toward the marsh's ghissy surface. 1 looked for the
orab but didn't see It 1 locked again, bt stlll no crab. Where had & gone?

1 sersed something was oddly et of place. 1 locked at the shoreline and noticed the sand had
Gsappeared The smaell of sakt wans gone, too. And whese were the guacks and bonks of the dacks
and geese that serernded me Just moments aQo?

Suddenly a loud whistle plerced the silence. 1 loaked up, thinking it was a steamboat
annowncing itself on the Delaware River. Bat my eyes couldi't locate a steamboat or even the
besad Delaware. Then the whist ke Masted a second time. [ looked into the distance and saw 2
choud of stearn and a sheek black locomotive palling a string of rallroad cars filled with coal 1t
was traveling along the bank of a strangely Gmilar river...nat the Delnare, but another river
I knew from somewhere before,

The train passed underneath an iren bridge that cornected two small towma, | recognioed
maay of the batldings and noticed an ol stoneand- log home high on 3 hill acroms the river that
had 3 frendly, ioviting ook, Where was I? What wan happening to me?

1 chosed ey eyes and restated operdeg thems, | neakond | was retarmiog 1o 3 e | hoped | could aneld,
butt | B 0o posere 1o change things. 1 gt hered enough strength Lo open may epe and locked down
foward my outitartched hands, They were full of wriskden, Thes | touched sey mouth and kel 3 wlt
roustache sbove iy Iips. My flegen ran over loose, 3322y chedks, My heart sank. The oranh was gone,
2 30 was the e of adverture | hud Bued the bt bo weeks, | v back in Preermuenburg, koeeling
ahoegide the Lehigh Canal whese iy excitement had begun, | was eighty-five years obd once again.

1 stared ino the still gooes waller, hoplag for the lmpossibile. But mo matter how chosely |
locked, | could not see & siagle strand of Bushy brown halr or even & small patch of senooth falr
shoin. My eyes had lost thelr sparkle and twinide. | kaew that my tirne of reliving oy youth was over.

1 showly stoed wp and brashed the towpath Gust off my russpled trousess. ACrods the river was
Shimersville and the hill where [ discovered my Indian store. 11ook 3 Jang lock 3t the old stone-
and-Jog home that restod there. [ was sure | saw bwo mules running theoegh the com feld bebind it

Adench along the towpath seemed to invite me %0 st down, and [ accepted the invitation. | spread
an anm across the 1op of the bench and stretched my legs. They were tised and neaded rest.

“It was 2 glorfous time " | sald
ot loud. “Cood gracious, how
1 enjoyed "

1 thted my head backward
and showly dosed my eyes.
1n oy mind 1 saw a deer
standing undemeath 2
hemiock tree and an
eagie waring theugh tall,
white clouds. Sarah was
watching a turthe bask In
the afterncon sun. A black
bear and s cubs waded In
2 rver et to hex. My Benily
was pathered 2 the wupper
table, Luaghing at adlly storkes
about Conan sd Rogan. | e
el Punding down 3 moustain
5 3 Switchback car, scared ot of
oy wits pet enjoying every second of
the ride.

And there, in the rdddie of all these
wonderful memories was sty Indlan stone,
Slowing in a golden aun Dol ndited s
comforting warmth and fecling of safety.

A sigh of relief keft my body. My mind
slowdy drifted Into 2 deep sleep, and |
wondered where my next great adverture
would take me.
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Tales of the
Towpath has
received high
marks from
the
Pennsylvania
Department of
Education.

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
333 MARKET STREET
HARRISIAURG. PA 17126-0333

August 24, 2007
To The Bearer of This Docament, Greeting:

My ketier 10 you concems the nascent plan of the Delaware and Lehigh Natiomal Heritage
Comdor 1o develop superior oducational matenals for regional schools. The organization joins 3
small number of other herilage sites i the northeastern United States m attompling to close the
widening gap between schools and cffective, meaningful cdwcatsonal resources.

Over the course of the past two decades, Amencan stedeats have continued 50 voice 3 strong
distasto for hastory and uts “irrelevance™ (o ther lives. Indoed, aftor the 1999 NAEP oxams,
history managed 10 wrest “most-hased subjoct™ status from mathematics, a reald feat isdoed. At
the same tme, crusaders such as David McCullough and former US. Deputy Secrctary of
Education Exgene Hickok (both PenasyIvania natives) camied forth the banncr that effective
hontage education 1s all that stands between a thonving democratic republic that 1s an international
superpower and a future dictatoeship without civil rights in a second rate regional power

While many ssmy dissaiss the predsction of desaster as histnonic, it 1 undssputed that the problem
in henitage oducation rests m what is tamght and Aow it 1s taught. [ Amencan stedonls are 1o
becomse prodective, contributive citizens, they must leam 1o become engaged citzens who
treasure their communitios and collective herilage and undorstand the exorcise of cival nghts and
respomsibilinigs. Recognzmg that masy mass-produced homogenons materials oa the market do
not moct those vital 1oncts, the Delaware and Lohigh Natsonal Hontage Comdor has proposed to
design matcnials that form the coee of a brllant educational program cesplosing local heritage
wilth 3 number of communsty resources and organizations designed o assist students in
devedoping a sense of place. Educating young citizens, the organization recognazes, i not solely
the massion of schools. but s the collective responsabilsty of the community.

It 15 rarc that we soc opportumitacs ke thas for supenor oducational cxponcnces that span
gencrations and bring together institutions = the commanity . My hope s that this wornthy
endeavor recenes fundang and sorves as a moded for other commumiies socking 10 explore thew
nich hentage.

Respectfully,

g5k

JefMrey A, Zesders
Socral Suadics Education Advisor
T17.783.1832

osadors d S1ale pa us
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The curriculum arrives at
schools in hand-made, period
ship trunks.
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The D&L will
have 65 trunks
in circulation
throughout the
D&L Corridor
this year.
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Each trunk
is filled
with items
mentioned
in the
storybook,
including
hand-sewn
costumes

Friday, September 10, 2010




WELCOME!

Our
teacher
training
program is
Act-48
approved.

TALES OF THE TOWPATH TEACHER TRAINING

Introduction, Agenda
and
Post-Training Evaluation Forms
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Teachers can
train at Hugh
Moore Park in

Easton or their
home district.
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~Training in Easton
includes a visit with Hank
and George, the mules
who pull the Josiah White
Il canal boat
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The curriculum includes a “teacher’s version” of the storybook with inquiry
questions, lesson prompts, history vignettes, Internet links and much more.
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Tales of the Towpath
AMEMW’W&WM

Chapter | Finn's Mysnical M,
M:Aflhnﬂu e

The purpase of (his hesson B 1o imvestigate the passing of Sune i Me snd the we of memary 5
A device Sor telling » ueey
Ize SOmm +
Acsdessic Ares M Writing, Speaking, Liztening
Academmic Standards 123 and 125
MMMMAI 1LLRAAIALRAALSD,
RAALGLRSALGLRSA262
RSB221I;R5B222

¢ Competencies
The stadents wilk
*  peedict the suthoe’s reason for wnting thas book.
*  recognice the sathee's foe chapters | and 2
. Mhaﬂhﬂ-y the serhor wies 10 set up the marmanwve.
*  define and find examples m Se text of sarvative, characterization,
JSashback and first-persom narrator.

¢ Resources and Prerequisites
‘l\'m Tale: of the Towpath, Be sicey sbout Fis Gonman
Nom-glass marors
From the seacher’s manmal:
Wot"emhnu Now and Thee Charr

State Acadentac Standards for Readmg, Witng, Speaking, aad Listening
Anchors

Reading Assesument

Reading Assessment Anchor Glossary

bt www pdestatepans’  Use the Search box 5o find a topes quickly.
< Materials

Pencals

Drawng paper Tracmg paper

The parpoe of Bts beon 10 0 wie & (ome tote Sumabine be B dr ste e po ape
of tme 2 reliecind e Be Rabback i Bhe Bt twe Chapter s of B wat sl
PAece erent) on Dhe Nunebme Aol o (nrrod before Surimg sad #Per e B M b

Time 50 sun
Acadere Meas Hustory State Acadenac Sandeds 813 Aand 81 6A
Mark State Acadenc Standends 2 13)J
223A =d 22 5EG
233Cmd285H
213A
Math Assesmment Anchors MU ES 11 MIAL4L
MAEILI21 MSBI122
¢ C

ompetracies

Students will use a banac 100-year bonzoatal tunelne 0

*  Substact or add years m Fum's ke

*  Follow events dunng Se fabback = Fion's Mfe

¢ Trnasfer prves inoncal md ficncaal events Som 2 verncal omebae »
y where hawtorcal before

. and events e
e

¢ Resources and Prevequisites

From the tunk
The sexz, Tale: of the Towpash
Vertical tmelme of Fizn's bie copeed ca froat and back cover overlags
Lengths of rolled mumber line chart paper for diplay tmelsme

From the teacher’s mansal
Worksheet 2 Indrvidual Timelne
Copees of vertical tmelme of Fun's ke

& Materiaks
Pens pencils colored penails markers
Rulers Gloe Stcks

All curriculum lessons are written to Pennsylvania Academic Standards.
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Lessons cover

Language Arts,
Social Studies,

Science,
Environmental
Science,
Consumer
Education and
other
disciplines.

A Food Web in the Deciduous Forest Biome

Large Predators bears (omnivores)

Small Predators x
Carnivores, ﬁ g

Inseclivores foxes owls opposum birds skunks

‘

i T -
Plant Eaters 5 | e /g» j y

Primary Consumers  deer Rodents Blms Ihsects

Primary Producers Crnlt Trass Berry Bushes Ferns

Deciduous Trees Funagi Flowers

:'-\“"“':‘!’

Soil Bacteria Nematodes
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Curriculum
assessments
are provided
for fourth

and fifth
grades.

ASSESSMENTS

Wiitten By:

Alicia Milewski and Melissa Luksh
Sth-grade teachers
Hanover Area School District
Luzeme County
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The
curriculum
binder
includes a
storybook
glossary . ..

Tales of the Towpath Glossary
A

occusiomed- familar with, used fo
odon- decorale

Allentown- large ity on Lehigh River, grew ropidly affer new ron furnoces
opened

oqueduct- g brage coamying water used 10 conol boats could cross sreams and nvers
Angno- @ 1own in reland
anowheod- biade, point. or tip of weapon chipped from a hard stone e fint

Asa Pocker- o Ach Butinessman and senalor from Mauch Churk who stared ot a1 0
carpenter

Ashion- viloge necr Summil Hll clong he SWItchbock Rolrood
aftiee- |n) clothes; (v) 10 weor clothes

aye- yes
B

Boachmaon-father of Teddy: worked at Freemarsburg cool yard
bank- wal of land besde rver or canal

bonk Doss- MOaN Who works on the bank of a canal
banirupt- 10 GO out of business because of o Money
bormey cor- bamey cor. codl car on Switchback Ralrcod
borter- ¥ode

bask- ke in the sun

beam- big smile

bellow- y=i

basin- deep, wide water where boats can fum and can dock
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. more than 125 historic black-and-white photographs . . .
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. a listing of
related field
trip
opportunities
in the D&L
Corridor . . .

Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor
Field Trip Opportunities

Luzerne County

o Eckley Miner's Village, Weatherly PA
- coal mumang and musing towss
Contact: Janet Banks (Jabanks@istate pa us; (570) 636-2070
Webste: wyew ecklevminers org sbout html

¢ Nescopeck State Park, Butler and Dennison townskips
w natural and cultural history

Webate: ‘ :
See page 41 of teacher’s manual for more mformation
Carboa County

e No. 9 Mine and Museum, Lansford, PA
Sublectmatter: coal mimng and coal minmg culture, a great towr of a
former coal nune. Highly recommended.
Contact: Call (370) $43.7074 for tour times and prices
Website batp / noSeune tnpod com'

o Mauch Chunk Museum, Jim Thorpe
Subject matter: coal mimang, canal mavigation, Switchback Raslroad
Contact: (570) 325-9190

Webate: s mauchchunknusseuza com
See page 53 of teacher's manual for more mformation

Lehigh County
o Lehigh Gap Nature Center, Slatington, PA
Subjectmatter.

environment and natural
Contact: Dan Kankle (danigno@ptd.set; (610) 760-8889)
Website: www lgncorg
Northampton County
e Natwonal Canal Musewm, Easton, PA
Subiect matter: canal bastory, canal culture
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... and a complete Corridor history

Historical Overview
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Here’s what’s happened with Tales of the Towpath the past two years

2009-2010 School Year

» 10 school districts in five counties

» 32 elementary schools

» 2,000 fourth- and fifth-grade students

» trained 72 teachers

2010-2011 School Year
» 12-13 school districts in five counties
» approx. 55 elementary schools

» approx. 3,800 fourth- and fifth-grade
students

> will train additional 100+ teachers
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U.S. Rep. Charlie Dent read to studénts at Freemansburg
Elementary School in the Bethlehem Area School District.

- b e®
-
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Students at Scheckler Elementary School in Catasauqua made Lenape effigies with art
teacher, Bill Nothstein.

R
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Students at Buchanan Elementary in Bethlehem wore 19t-century costumes.
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A super Tales of the Towpath timeline was created along a hallway at Scheckler Elementary.
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And storybook
author, Dennis
Scholl, tried his
hand at making
Finn’s famous
stone.
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The entire curriculum,
including the
children’s book and
more than 200 story-
related photographs
and illustrations, are
digitized on a DVD
included in the
curriculum binder.
Other resources
include trunk items
and DVDs with
historical video
footage of canal
operations and the
Switchback Railroad.
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To learn more, contact f)ennis Scholl at 610-923-3548 x225 or e-mail
dennis@delawareandlehigh.org.
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