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Nazareth Area Society of Model Engineers (N.A.S.M.E.) receives D&L Volunteer of the Year Award

EASTON, Pa. – The Nazareth Area Society of Model Engineers (N.A.S.M.E.) was honored Saturday, January 19 at the Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Annual Volunteer Luncheon. These sharp, talented volunteers put in over 400 hours (in just six weeks) to build the train layout for the National Canal Museum’s “Powering America” anthracite railroad exhibition.  
The “Powering America: Pennsylvania’s Anthracite Railroads” exhibition at the museum took visitors on a journey to the age of steam locomotives. As part of the Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor’s participation in the region-wide 250th Anniversary of Anthracite, the exhibit documented the railroads — Lehigh Valley, Delaware & Hudson, Lehigh New England, Philadelphia & Reading, Delaware, Lackawanna and Western, and the Central Railroad of New Jersey – which carried the high-energy hard coal from the mines in Luzerne and Carbon County to much of the United States in the 19th and early 20th century.
The stunning HO gauge model railroad display built by N.A.S.M.E. was the centerpiece of the exhibition, featuring locomotives and railcars of the anthracite lines, partially drawn from the National Canal Museum’s Louis J. G. Buehler collection. The layout includes a mining town with a coal breaker, an industrial town where the anthracite was used, and a segment of a coal-carrying canal with mule-drawn boats.
“It was really fun to listen to them brainstorm, argue, razz each other, and tap their collective well of imagination and experience to create our wonderful train exhibit,” said Martha Capwell Fox, archivist and historian at the National Canal Museum.  “They took my barebones concept and really made tracks with it.” Capwell Fox continued, “It seems especially appropriate to me for us to have this exhibit right alongside not only the Lehigh canal, but the original route of the Lehigh Valley Railroad, now used by Norfolk Southern. Right here we have train traffic that shows how important railroads are in U.S. transportation.”

Other items in the exhibit drawn from NCM collections include an 1868 map of canals and railroads in Pennsylvania, original artwork for promotional calendars for the former Bethlehem-based Weston Dodson Coal Company, a working locomotive headlight, a Lehigh Valley Railroad conductor’s uniform, and an edited version of Louis Buehler’s 1968 film of steam locomotive operations at the Wanamie anthracite mine in Luzerne County.
Nazareth Area Society of Model Engineers is a not-for-profit club located on Main Street in Stockertown that promotes of the hobby of model railroading with four operating layouts under one roof.
[image: https://delawareandlehigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/dl-vol-lunch-jan-19-2019-16_46804982211_o-300x218.jpg]
Caption: N.A.S.M.E. members and volunteers Mike Kolessar, Roger Wolfe, Lanny Taynton and Arthur Owens accept the D&L Volunteer of the Year award from D&L Historian and Archivist Martha Capwell Fox at the annual Volunteer Luncheon. (Unfortunately, President of N.A.S.M.E. John Holdos was unable to attend.)

ABOUT THE DELAWARE AND LEHIGH NATIONAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR

The Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that preserves the historic pathway that carried coal and iron from Wilkes-Barre to Bristol Borough. Today, the D&L Trail connects people to nature and the environment, industrial heritage, health and wellness and economic development.  
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